Overcoming the Dilemma of Post Holocaust  Germans and Jews 

 Exerpt of the lecture on February 23 – Village Temple  - NYC
by Gottfried Wagner

To understand my today's topic: " Overcoming the Dilemma of Post Holocaust Germans and Jews  ", I have to introduce you to some essential problems of  the descendants of Nazi perpetrators and Nazi victims. For that reason, I shall talk in the first part of my lecture on the general problems of the Post-Holocaust generations, secondly on the consequences of the loss of trust in the world for the Second Jewish generation, and thirdly on the consequences of the loss of human orientation of the Second not-Jewish generation.

Are there words to express the consequences of  the Holocaust for the children of Nazi victims and Nazi perpetrators ?

I believe that the word “ loss” is one of these words. I associate this with the with the loss of trust in the world among Nazi victims . But I also think of  “loss of humane orientation“ among Nazi perpetrators.

Which are the consequences for post- Holocaust generations that result from the different meaning of loss among our grandparents and parents?

For the Jewish Second Generation the consequences of the loss of trust in the world were the protective silence about, or the permanent confrontation with, the painful experiences of the surviving grandparents and parents.

The children of perpetrators grew up with parents and grandparents who had lost their humane orientation while they concealed their past without confronting it. 

These different experiences of loss both separate and connect them. Nevertheless, they create among them a common concept of the passage of time:  

If they repress family history in connection with world history , then they keep wallowing in the weighty shadow of their grandparents’ and parents’ past. Instead they   must continuously fight for their own visions of the future which are burdened by their historical and personal past and present.
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