Some notes of my following video clip " The Ring of the Nibelung "  by Gottfried Wagner 
Hebrew University June 14, 1999

The historical facts and events in connection with Richard Wagner’s Ring from 1876 to 1976 have of course influenced my work on the video clip " The Ring of the Nibelung". Here are some details of its making: In springtime 1988, I received the offer to work as the dramaturg for a regular production of the Ring of the Nibelung at the summer opera Festival in Orange in Southern France which also serves as a tourist attraction for a not specialized normal  public. I was not at all interested to reproduce the normal historical falsifications regarding Wagner's " Ring " after the Shoah in the sense of the philo-Semitic posturing or making Wagner kosher. Without having given clearly these intentions to the pretentious sponsor of the Festival, I proposed to make a video clip with the title : The Ring of the Nibelung " and as a new subtitle: 

" The consequences of abuse of power. " I declared also to make my video as a work in progress and for a public who does not go to opera at all and which does not like Wagner.

This proposal was  accepted with a budget for  a 10 minutes video clip, to be produced  within one week in the Telecom France studio in Paris. The time of preparation was one month, including the production itself. I saw it as a provocative challenge not only to tell the 14 hours score in a 10 minutes video but also to blow up the hypocritical presentations of the " Ring ". Focusing fully on the subtitle: the consequences of abuse of power, I first wrote the story , then made the selection of the optical material of photos and film material, finally I chose  the musical excerpts of the original  music of Wagner's " Ring". In 1988 inspiring sources were at that time :

- Theodor W. Adornos' " Attempt on Wagner, published in 1952,

- Robert Gutman's biography on Wagner, published in 1968,

-  Harmut Zelinsky's documentation " Richard Wagner - a German Topic, published first in 1976.

- Ernst Bloch's writings on Wagner, especially regarding his

interpretation of the end of the tetralogy as a social utopia for a

better world expressed most emotionally in the last bars with the

dominant leitmotif of  love and redemption that will also indicate hope for future generations .

The works from the German photographer August Sander and European surrealism inspired the visual part of the video.

The direction of the Festival in Orange  immediately distanced itself from my video clip. One of them even tried to pay me off,  to get rid of me. But things went differently: the video clip won the first prize at the video film festival in Biarritz in 1988. So I was " in"  again,  but my programme book on the " Ring" was completely falsified,  by changing  or arbitrarily cutting essential texts from my critical new visions. I refused to come to the premiere of the video clip and talked publicly about the falsifications of my work. The  ensuing trial went on for years . I won but I assumed the image of  a person who had better not to be invited. After the presentation in 1988,  the following standard works became essential for the new, more precise interpretation of my work in permanent progress which you will see here :

" Wagner - Race and Revolution " by  Paul Lawrence Rose, published in 1992,

" Richard Wagner's anti-Semitic imagination"  by Marc Weiner published in 1995; 

"There is much Hitler in Wagner " by Annette Hein " in 1996 ,

 " Wagner's Hitler - the prophet and his executor " by Joachim Köhler in 1997.

The named books were also eye-openers for  the work on my autobiography as part of my historical and personal confrontation with German, the Bayreuth Wagner cult  and family history. They have influenced the new version of my text, first presented during a conference at Ben Gurion University in December 1998, which will be presented to you work by work in combination with the video now. Quiet different to the version of 1988, I see today the very end of the tetralogy  as one of the most sublime musical seduction of Wagner, an abuse of his musical genius for his racial ideology: there is no more hope for mankind because the quest for power, symbolized in the Ring, starts again , as expressed by the Leitmotifs in the last 78 bars, referring to the beginning in " Rhine-gold" and suggesting that only power and money obsessed Alberich, meant as a Jew, will  survive.

The love and redemption- motif at the very end points out to the failing of the Aryan hero Siegfried as a lost chance of hope for mankind. The musical end prepares and includes the beginning of  another future redeemer Parsifal , realized with the opera of redemption itself . I shall not go on with further theoretical explanations which are part of my story, the selection of images and leitmotif excerpts. It is meant as my contribution to unveil the hidden dynamics of anti-Semitism in the scores in their connections with Wagner' s life, theory, Festival and Bayreuther Blätter as unity of his shrine's heritage. Let’s see now my videoclip interpretation of Wagner’s Ring with the undertitle: “ The consequences of abuse of power.”  

[ presentation of each single work:  first text, then video -video 3 ] 
The Ring of the Nibelung or the consequences of abuse of power 
Revised Version, December 1998 (Israel) a Video clip by Gottfried Wagner, technical realization Thierry Benizeau

presentation of each single work:  first text, then video [video 3 ]

The Rhinegold

Alberich, a rich, ambitious industrialist wants to seduce the three beautiful rhinemaidens. Alberich is small, ugly and the girls will not to make love with him. They mock him and he curses them. The girls take Alberich for a harmless lecher and reveal the secret of the rhinegold which they guard: the person who renounces love will forge a ring from the rhinegold  and will become the most powerful ruler. Alberich curses love, steals the gold, forges the ring, builds  his Ring Nibelheim Empire and starts to conquer the world.

Wotan, a bankrupt politician and notary public, ruled the world with  his Spear-Chambers Ltd. until Alberich’s rise. Fearing the loss of his power, he had ordered the Fafner & Fasolt  Construction Co. Ltd. to build him the Wall-Hall security bunker palace. Loge, his adviser, warned Wotan about  Alberich’s imminent seizure of power, which Wotan wants to prevent.

Fafner and Fasolt had claimed Freia as payment, and Wotan has given them his beautiful sister-in-law and inventor of special drugs for eternal youth, as a pledge, because he was not able to pay for the work. Being dependent on Freia’s drugs, Wotan promises Fafner and Fasolt, without any serious intention of fulfilling the bargain, the Ring Nibelheim Empire which he, in reality, wants to conquer for himself.

Wotan hurries with Loge to the Ring Nibelheim Empire and sets a trap for Alberich by provoking him with flattery to demonstrate his magic hat,  dragon and toad security systems. During a demonstration of the inefficient toad security system, Wotan and Loge capture Alberich and return with him to Wall-Hall.

To regain his freedom, Alberich has to leave his ring, his empire and security systems with Wotan but swears revenge. Fafner and Fasolt claim Alberich’s ring, empire and security systems. Wotan does not want to forfeit them to the brothers. The fortuneteller Erda predicts the end of Wotan’s world. Being dependent upon Freia’s eternal youth drugs, Wotan has to forfeit Alberich’s stolen treasures to Fafner and Fasolt but he swears to get them back. The brothers do not want to share the power so Fafner kills Fasolt. 

Wotan and company withdraw to Wall-Hall and Fafner rules the Ring Nibelheim Empire. The struggle for power between Wotan, Alberich and Fafner commences.

[ showing of the first part of the videoclip: Rhinegold ]

The Valkyrie

To regain his lost power, Wotan, through an illicit affair, fathers the twins Siegmund and Sieglinde. He separates them and forces them to submit to harsh tests of courage before bringing them together again after many years. Sieglinde, in the mean time has been forced to marry the law and order pubic prosecutor Hunding. Siegmund is wanted for murder by the relatives of Hunding. Wotan has the twins meet  in Hunding’ s house. Hunding discovers Siegmund’s crime and wants to execute the death penalty by a duel. Wotan has Siegmund find his wonder-sword Nothung, in order to kill Hunding. In order to preserve his race, Wotan genetically-engineers the twins into conceiving the purest of future heroes.

Wotan orders Brunhilde, his other illegitimate daughter through Erda, to fight for Siegmund. Fricka, Wotan’s legal wife and minister for family affairs, protests the incestuous relationship of the twins, and demands the death of Siegmund from Wotan. To please Fricka, Wotan therefore gives Brunhilde a new order to prepare Siegmund for death. Siegmund does not want to die without Sieglinde, and wishes to kill her. Brunhilde feeling sorry for her half brother, disobeys her father’s new order and fights on behalf of Siegmund. Wotan has to intervene, destroys  the wonder sword Nothung with his spear thus allowing Hunding to kill Siegmund. Wotan, furious about his own crime, then kills Hunding. 

Brunhilde helps Sieglinde escape and makes known to her the birth of her future son, the strongest hero who ever lived: Siegfried. Before  having her hide from her enemies, Brunhilde entrusts Sieglinde with the splinters of Nothung, the wonder weapon for the future savior of the world. Wotan has to follow the ruling law and punish Brunhilde for her disobedience. He locks her up and puts her to sleep in a ring of fire which can only  be penetrated one day by a fearless man - hoping this man will be his grandson Siegfried, in order to perpetuate the purity of the race.  

[ showing of the second part of the videoclip : The Valkyrie ]

Siegfried

Mime, inventor and Alberich’s brother, lives with his fearless foundling Siegfried near the Ring Nibelheim Empire. Mime wants Siegfried to kill Fafner in order to win him the Ring Nibelheim Empire. But he does not know how to realize his plan. Wotan knows about Mime’s intentions and feels it is time to re-conquer the Ring Nibelheim Empire for himself, via the agency of his grandson. He has Mime suggest to fearless Siegfried that he re-forge Nothung from its splinters. 

Siegfried kills Fafner, takes only the Ring and the magic hat but leaves the Nibelheim Empire. Wotan uses a talking bird to lead Siegfried to the valley of the mountain on which Brunhilde is sleeping in the ring of fire.

Having doubts about  Siegfried as the right man for Brunhilde, he asks Erda for advice. She again foretells the end of Wotan’s world and refuses to indicate what should be done. Wotan wants to prove his power and provokes Siegfried by telling him about his collaboration in the killing of his father and tries to prevent Siegfried from conquering Brunhilde.  Furiously Siegfried destroys Wotan’s spear and power. Siegfried enters the ring of fire and awakens Brunhilde. Both fall in love with each other.

[showing of the third part : Siegfried ] 

The Twilight of the Gods

The norns, daughters of Erda, predict the end of Wotan’s world. 

Siegfried leaves Brunhilde to prove his strength as a hero. He takes with him only Nothung and the magic hat, and leave Brunhilde the ring of Alberich as his sign of faith.

Hagen, a genetically-mixed son who has been  sired by Alberich in an attempt to overcome the latter’s racial inferiority in his power struggle with Wotan, wants to regain the lost power of his father for himself. For this reason, he plans to kill Siegfried and persuades his artistocratic, weak, half-brother Gunther and half-sister Gutrune, to conspire against Wotan’s grandson. They invite Siegfried to their palace. Gutrune gives Siegfried a drug and seduces him. Being thus dependent on Gutrune, Siegfried asks Gunther for Gorton’s hand. Gunther accepts under condition that Siegfried help him woo Brunhilde for himself.

Siegfried, wearing with the magic hat, is able to disguise himself as Gunther and penetrates the ring of fire. Being under the influence of the drug, he does not recognize Brunhilde, and  asks her to follow him. She shows him  Alberich’s ring as sign of her faith for Siegfried. Oblivious to its significance, Siegfried grabs the ring and forces her to prepare herself for the wedding with Gunther. After having performed this service for Gunther, Siegfried reverts to his own form. 

Alberich urges Hagen to kill Siegfried and win back his lost power. Hagen seems to promise this but in reality does not want to share the future power with his father. 

Brunhilde recognizes Alberich’s ring on Siegfried’s finger  during the double marriage party. She realizes  that Siegfried has betrayed her and demands a public trial. He lies and claims not to have betrayed her. Brunhilde  therefore plots with Hagen and Gunther the assassination of Siegfried. During a hunting party, Hagen gives Siegfried a drug antidote which enables him to remember Brunhilde. Telling the hunting party about his love for Brunhilde then gives Hagen the excuse to kill Siegfried for perjury.

The race for Alberich’s ring and power explodes: Gunther wants the ring and is killed by Hagen. Hagen’s designs on the ring are blocked by Brunhilde who returns it to the Rhinemaidens. She then sets Wotan’s world ablaze and commits suicide. Hagen, in an attempt to plunder the ring, is killed by the Rhinemaidens.

The enervated Wotan had previously returned to Wall-Hall to die but no mention is made of Alberich’s destiny! Will he again attempt to achieve world domination ???    

 showing of the forth part: The Twilight of the Gods ]

[ c Gottfried Wagner, version 1998 ] 
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